Abstract. Collocational framework is a critical part of the studies of phraseology. With the rapid development of corpus linguistics, the study of collocational frameworks gradually overcomes the limitation of statistics and becomes more persuasive than ever before. Under this background, this paper attempts to analyze the typical collocational framework the * of in the legal text based on a self-complied corpus of The Criminal Law of the PRC, hoping to revealing the features and functions of the collocational framework the * of in the legal text.
Introduction
With the advances in corpus technology, corpus linguistics has been widely applied in the studies of phraseology, especially in the field of collocational frameworks. First proposed by Sinclair and Renouf, collocational framework refers to "a discontinuous sequence of two words, positioned at one word remove from each other" [1] . Compared with the traditional concept, collocational framework concentrates much more on how the non-adjacent words construct the contextual meaning since they are not grammatically self-standing. At present, there exist many relevant studies of collocational framework. Some scholars center on all the collocation frameworks of a total text or corpora [2] [3] , while others focus on one single collocational framework which is frequently used in certain type of text [4] [5] [6] . The definitions of collocational framework vary due to the diversity of research interests. However, all of these definitions commonly intend to explain the meaning construction of collocational framework. This paper attempts to analyze the high-frequency collocational framework the * of appearing in The Criminal Law of the PRC, aiming to reveal what semantic relations exist between the collocate and the high-frequency words co-occurring among the two sides of the framework in the legal text. The research questions can be proposed as follows:
(1) What are the features of the target collocational framework in the legal text? (2) How does the target collocational framework function in the legal text? Or what role does it play in the legal text?
Concepts and Theories

Collocational Framework
Since the concept of collocational framework was put forward, many scholars have been trying to analyze it from different perspectives. They are concerned not only with the frameworks composed by pure lexical words, but also with those composed by grammatical words, such as a * of, be * to, for * of and so on. Besides, the intermediate words being investigated expand from one single word to word phrases.
Renouf & Sinclair [1] analyzed seven types of high-frequency collocational frameworks selected from the Birmingham Collection of English Text. Their research indicated that the collocate is structurally related to the framework. Eeg-Olofsson & Altenberg [2] focused on the collocational frameworks extracted from the London-Lund Corpus of Spoken English. All the collocational frameworks were divided into 3 types and analyzed through 3 measures, including type/token radio, entropy and MI value. Marco [3] analyzed three collocational frameworks that frequently appear in the medical papers from the perspective of genre. She argued that genre has a vital impact on the construction of collocational frameworks. Research in China mainly concentrates on some typical collocational frameworks, like a/an * of, the * of and too * to. Yang [4] explored the semantic sequences based on the collocational framework the * of in the medical text and biological text. Her findings showed that the semantic sequences of this framework can reflect the features of different genres. Li [5] pointed out the features of collocational framework in political discourse based on the corpus phraseological theory. According to his research, the collocational framework possesses both stylistic and semantic features and it is a unity of grammar and semantics.
Generally, few studies have been conducted on the form and function of collocational framework in the legal text. Based on the previous studies, This paper intends to explore the typical collocational framework the * of in The Criminal Law of the PRC based on a self-complied corpus, hoping to reveal the features and functions of collocational framework manifested in the legal text.
Colligation
Proposed by Simon in 1953, colligation refers to the co-occurrence of a grammatical class or structural pattern with another one. Firth also used this term in his article A Synopsis of Linguistic Theory in the late 1950s. Firth [6] pointed out that colligation is the relations among grammatical categories. Sinclair [7] described colligation as the co-occurrence of the node word and the abstract grammatical categories. Currently, colligation is used extensively in language research, which represents people's increasing interests in different language structures. This paper takes advantage of colligation to analyze the collocation relationship of the * of upon the grammatical level.
Semantic Preference and Semantic Prosody
Semantic preference and semantic prosody are two closely related concepts, but they are quite different. According to Stubbs, semantic preference is "the relation, not between individual words, but between a lemma or word form and a set of semantically related words" [8] . And Sinclair also observes that semantic preference is "the restriction of regular co-occurrence to items which share a semantic feature" [9] . As for semantic prosody, it is "attitudinal, and on the pragmatic side of the semantics or pragmatics continuum" [9] . Thompson & Hunston defined the semantic prosody as "the speaker or writer's attitude or stance towards, view point or feeling about the entities and proposition that he or she is talking about" [10] . Partington [11] pointed out that semantic preference links the note item to another item in accordance with a particular semantic set whereas semantic prosody can affect wider stretches of text. In the essential aspect, semantic preference relates to the relationship among collocates of a note word while semantic prosody relates to the relationship between a node word and its collocates.
Research Design
This paper is based on a self-complied corpus of the English version of The Criminal Law of the PRC. The text is extracted from the official website of the National People's Congress (www.npc.gov.cn). In the corpus, the number of the word tokens is 47,668 while the number of the word types is 2,507.
Research Tools and Methods
This paper adopts AntConc 3.4.1 to analyze the collocational framework in the legal text. The retrieved object is the typical collocational framework the * of, which is frequently used in English texts, especially in the legal texts. The current paper concentrates on the target frameworks whose filler is a single word, or a word and its modifiers.
In the light of the model in Sinclair's co-selection theory, this paper explores the features and functions of the target collocational framework the * of in The Criminal Law of the PRC primarily from three levels, including colligation, semantic preference and semantic prosody.
Research Procedures
Firstly, the English version of The Criminal Law of the PRC is imported into AntConc 3.4.1. When extracting the intermediate fillers and the collocates on both sides of the framework, the search term is set as the * of. And the window span is from 5 words on the left to 5 words on the right. The minimum collocate frequency is 5. Then with the aid of the software, the word list and the collocates list are generated. The concordance hits for the * of amounts to 505. Thirdly, the paper will make three tables about the collocates of the framework according to the collocates list and concordance list, including the intermediate collocates, the left collocates and the right collocates.
Finally, in order to analyze the semantic preference and semantic prosody of the specific collocation the provisions of and the interests of, the paper changes the search term as the provisions of and the interests of and then highlights the letter by sorting.
Research Results Analysis
In this self-complied corpus, the number of the word tokens is 47,668 while the number of the word types is 2,507. The and of are the top rated words in the list. The framework the * of occurs for 531 times with more than 65 different collocates, accounting for about 26.6% of the total collocational frameworks of the corpus. It is the most common collocational framework in the legal text. As we can see from the table, the top 10 intermediate collocates of the framework includes provisions, amount, interests, purpose, age, crime, territory, basis, order and punishment. These collocates are the common collocates within the framework the * of in legal English. They are all nouns, but they differ in terms of collocability. For example, there are 13 instances of basis occurring within the frame the * of in the corpus, accounting for 100% of the total occurrences of the word (13/13). But in the collocational framework the amount of, although 57 instances of amount are fillers of the frame, this number just occupies 32.8% of the total occurrences of the word (57/174). As mentioned above, the intermediate collocates that frequently occur within the framework are all nouns. The framework the * of always attracts the nominal intermediate collocates.
In addition, according to the statistics of each collocate's frequency, the framework the * of holds a special attraction to some nouns, such as age, interests, basis, provisions and purpose. In The Criminal Law of the PRC, more than 80% of the total occurrences of each collocate mentioned above occur within the framework the * of. For example, in the case of basis, the thirteen words of basis all occur within the framework. The co-occurrence ratio reaches 100%.
In the following analysis of these collocates, all the fillers listed above have been taken into account. In the light of Sinclair's classification of the nouns in the collocational framework, this paper divides the collocates mentioned above into 4 groups based on their semantic meanings:
(1) Quantity/Measure: amount, volume, degree… (2) Essence/Property: interests, purpose, basis, crime, value… (3) Procedure/Approach: provisions, order, punishment, execution, law, trade, administration… (4) Others: age, territory, receipt, light… It is significant that although the collocates occurring within the framework are all nouns, they have different grammatical relations and semantic preferences. The framework the * of in the legal text particularly attracts nouns expressing essence, properties, approaches or abstract things. In order to get a more comprehensive view of this triplet framework, the paper also lists the top ten collocates which occur on both sides of the framework. Table-2 shows the top 10 left collocates and right collocates of the framework the * of respectively. As can be seen from the table on left, most of the preceding words of the collocational framework are such prepositions as with, to, of, in, for, on, under, at and so on. As for the left collocate, it is worth noting that the word -times -also frequently appears in the framework more than * times. The complete collocational framework can revert to more than * times the * of, which is equal to the expression of * times more than the * of. The preposition than can also be seen as one of the left collocates of the framework the * of. Therefore, most of the preceding words of the framework the * of in this legal text are prepositions. They occupy about 41% of the left collocates of the framework.
The table on right lists the top 10 following words of the framework, including crime, paragraph, article, state, earnings, China, number, tax and circumstances. And here it should be clearly noted that the co-occurrence frequency of crime and number is a general number. The co-occurrence of crime not only includes the word crime and crimes, but also encompasses some gerundial phrase referring to the concrete crimes, like smuggling, offering bribes, excavating and robbing and etc.. By observing the complete collocations of the * of, this paper summarizes the general colligation of the framework as Prep.or PP(Prepositional Phrase)+the+N 1 
Next, the focus of the analysis will be shifted towards the semantic preference and semantic prosody of the collocational framework. Given the limited space available, this paper just takes the intermediate collocates provisions and interests as the examples.
The word "provision" has several different meanings, like the action of supplying, supplies of food, drink or equipment, an amount set aside out of profits in the accounts of an organization. Here in the legal text, it mainly refers to "a condition or an arrangement in a law or agreement". As can be seen in figure-1 , most of the words preceding the collocation the provisions of are prepositions. And "law", "article" and "paragraph" are the main following words of the framework. The colligation can be regarded as PP+the+provisions+of+(Determiner)+NP. Expressions like "in violation of the provisions of the Law", "according to the provisions of the Article", "in accordance with the provisions of the Article" and "under the provisions of the Law" occupy more than 95% of the total occurrence of the collocation the provisions of. From table-3, the statistics show that the preceding prepositional phrases like "according to", "in accordance with" and "in violation of" all have a common concern with the enforcement of the law or regulations. The left collocates which connotate a semantic preference for "State" or "Legality" occur for 104 times, accounting for 96.3% of the left collocates of the provisions of. As for the right collocates, the following nouns like "Article" and "paragraph" are all parts of the law, so they can be regarded as nouns belonging to the same law category. According to statistics, the right collocates which connotate a semantic preference for "Law" or "Legislation" occur for 106 times, accounting for 98.1% of the right collocates of the provisions of.
In this legal text, the framework the * of co-occurs frequently with the words mentioned above to express the meaning of "sticking to the implementation of a law" or "doing something based on the regulations of a law". It is worth noting that there are no additional modifiers before "provisions" and NP. It is a typical feature of the legal text, demonstrating the neutral and objective attitude of the legal genre. The co-occurrence of the framework and the collocates jointly construct a special phrasal unit and form the unique semantic preference and semantic prosody. This phrasal unit implies the semantic prosody of "the strictness and necessity of complying with the law" and "the firmness of guaranteeing justice".
The word "interest" possesses more meanings than "provision". It can refer to the feeling of wanting to know about something or someone, the money paid for the money lent, the advantage or benefit, a share in an undertaking and so on. But in this legal text, it mainly means the benefit of someone or the share in an undertaking. According to the statistics, the majority of the preceding words of the collocation the interests of, are prepositions, especially the preposition to. If the paper extends the retrieval span of the left collocates, then the preposition to mainly occurs within such collocations as "cause (heavy) losses to" and "cause (serious) harm to", which accounts for 80% of the occurrences. The following words of the collocation the interests of mainly encompass "the state (and the people)", "the share holders" and "the creditors". Among them, the noun "state" occupies 83% of the total occurrences. And it often juxtaposes with the noun "people". So apparently, the colligation of the collocation the interests of can be summarized as (Verb+Noun(pl)+)Prep. + the +interests+ of+ (Determiner)+NP . Table-4 shows that there are 25 instances of the left collocates of the collocation the interests of implying the semantic preference for "Result" or "Consequence". They take up 83.3% of the left collocates of the interests of. The left collocates like "cause heavy losses to" and "causing serious harm to" all belong to negative expressions. The right collocates which connotate a semantic preference for "Country" or "People" occur for 28 times, accounting for 93.3% of the right collocates of the collocation.
On all these counts, the paper discovers that the collocation in this legal text tend to express the meaning of "impairing the benefits of someone". Most of the left collocates are those collocational frameworks which indicate negative meanings. They usually suggest something bad happens on the NP (the right collocate). This collocation often appears in a hypothetical situation to state the consequence or the punishment of an act or a crime.
Conclusion
With the aid of the corpus technology, this paper has made a corpus-driven analysis of the typical collocational framework The * of in The Criminal Law of the PRC. The analysis suggests that the * of is a common collocational framework in the legal text, which shed some light on the studies of phraseology of the legal genre. In this legal text, the colligation of the framework can be summarized as Prep. or PP(Prepositional Phrase)+the+N 1 /NP 1+ of+(Determiner)+N 2 /NP 2 . In the case of provisions, the colligation model PP+the+provisions+of+(Determiner)+NP and the high-frequency collocates on both sides of the framework co-occur in the text to express the semantic meaning of "sticking to the implementation of a law". This phrasal unit implies the semantic prosody of "the strictness and necessity of complying with the law" and "the firmness of guaranteeing justice". The colligation model of the interests of usually co-occur with the left collocates which suggest something bad happens on the NP(country or people). This collocation usually is used in a hypothetical situation to state the consequence or the punishment of an act or a crime. Through the analysis of this framework, the neutral and objective attitude of the statement in this legal text is shown.
